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It was certainly not claimed that the ministers in
London, or the Parliament of Westminster would pre-
vent the free exercise of responsible government nor
that legislation of the House of Commons in Ottawa
would be interfered with. But while the governor-
general was first and foremost the representative of the
Crown, he remained equally the liaison agent between
the two capitals and was privileged to exercise the
twin rights of veto and reserve. The final court of
appeal was the Privy Council of the House of Lords
in criminal as well as civil cases. The imperial army
still maintained garrisons on Canadian territory, com-
manded by an English general. While they were no
longer regularly imposed, but rather suggested, the
wishes of the Colonial Office (which was succeeded by
the Dominions' Office) had lost nothing of their
strength or influence. Canada was deprived of all
sovereignty in international affairs and was not even
free to follow the commercial policy best suited to its
interests. A whole series of preferences in matters of
immigration, exchange of products, or investment of
capital, demonstrated clearly how strong were the
bonds which tied Canada to Britain.

"Vet as the years passed London was forced to submit
to the evidence that its American Dominion was less
and less resigned to live under a guardianship, even
though the guardian, when need arose, was skilled in
discretion. Canada must be retained within the frame-
work of the imperial community, and, to this end,
concessions must be multiplied. The task was rendered
easier since it coincided with the desires of the majority
of the Canadians. Thus, the Parliament at West-
minster only once, in 1873, exercised its right of veto.